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Macro 

Market Summary： 

Iron ore  short-run bearish.   

Macro and Money Movement:  

Financial market remained conservative before U.S. president election. In addition, Europe and U.S. suffered the second round of pandemic. Many countries’ 
Covid-19 infectors have created single day high. From China exchanges data, equity market corrected and industrial commodity sector in general corrected. 
Agricultural commodity sector supported on the other way. From China’s commodity exchanges data, ferrous commodity sector open interest down 13% from 
the same period last year, however the margin size is similar to last year since prices are much higher.  

Steel Sector： 

Some eastern steel physical traders indicated HRC export only boom in September and early October. The export became weak again when entering late Octo-
ber. The HRC futures are supported because Tangshan started several rounds of production curb. MySteel data indicated construction steel daily trading vol-
ume maintains around 230,000– 240,000  tonnes, which was a seasonally high level, however marginal increase is not expected by most of physical traders.  

Iron Ore: 

MySteel Australia and Brazil delivery gradually pick up since port maintenance ended at early October. Thus China port arrivals almost create a surplus of 2 
million tonnes versus port evacuation on weekly basis. Bloomberg data indicated port congestion also eased and caused more ships iron ores entering port 
areas. MySteel blast furnace operation rate decrease from 91.9% in mid August to 88.41% last week. During the same period, MySteel estimated daily pig iron 
production drop from 2.52 million tonnes to 2.45 million tonnes. Iron ore market is experiencing a surplus obviously from the past two months. However this 
surplus is extending to potentially end of year since 150 ships are on the line at port areas, which will counted into port stocks later. Current shipments will 
keep adding numbers to port stocks as well since daily evacuation is not able to catch up supply. Moreover, Vale last week sent Q3 report and from the data, 
Vale is also confident to meet their production and delivery target.  
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Steel 

 Five major steel types inventories are running at historical high level, expectation is obviously becoming higher than reality.  

 The daily pig iron production is maintain at 2.5 million tonnes level for past eight weeks, a historical high level, indicating the iron ore demand is resili-

ent.   

Source Retrieved from Bloomberg 
Source Retrieved from MySteel 

Source Retrieved from MySteel Source Retrieved from MySteel 



 

 

  

DRY FFA  |  WET FFA  |  OIL |  IRON ORE  |  STEEL |  COKING COAL  |  CONTAINERS  |  FERTS  |  METALS  |  AFFA  |  PHYS FREIGHT 

Weekly Ferrous Report  

The information provided in this communication is not intended for retail clients. It is general in nature only and does not constitute advice or an offer to sell, or the solicitation of an offer to purchase any 

swap or other financial instruments, nor constitute any recommendation on our part. The information has been prepared without considering your investment objectives, financial situation, or knowledge 

and experience. This material is not a research report and is not intended as such. FIS is not responsible for any trading decisions taken based on this communication. Trading swaps and over-the-counter 

derivatives, exchange-traded derivatives, and options involve substantial risk and are not suitable for all investors. You are advised to perform an independent investigation to determine whether a transac-

tion is suitable for you. No part of this material may be copied or duplicated in any form by any means or redistributed without our prior written consent. Freight Investor Services Ltd (FIS) is authorised and 

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FRN: 211452) and is a member of the National Futures Association (“NFA”). Freight Investor Services PTE Ltd ('FIS PTE') is a private limited company, incorpo-

rated and registered in Singapore with company number 200603922G, and has subsidiary offices in India and Shanghai. Freight Investor Solutions DMCC ('FIS DMCC') is a private limited company, incorpo-

rated and registered in Dubai with company number DMCC1225. Further information about FIS including the location of its offices can be found on our website at www.freightinvestorservices.com 

 Port inventories are increasing because port congestion eased and many port area stocks are count in the statistics.  

 

Iron Ore 

Source Retrieved from Bloomberg Source Retrieved from Bloomberg 

Source Retrieved from MySteel Source Retrieved from MySteel 
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Coking Coal 

 Coking coal port inventories are tanking.  

Source Retrieved from MySteel Source Retrieved from Bloomberg 

Source Retrieved from Bloomberg Source Retrieved from Bloomberg 


